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EDITORIAL

International Dimensions of the Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry

A striking development in the past 10 years or so is the growth
of quality scientific research programs in countries that have
historically been overshadowed by the North American, Western
European, Australian, and Japanese research communities. Even
more than most U.S.-based scientific journals, JAFC has
experienced a rapid growth in manuscripts received and
published from countries other than the United States and
Canada. In 2007, 84 % of all manuscripts received by the JAFC
office in California were from outside North America. By July
2007, China had emerged as the leader (258 manuscripts
submitted January—June 2007), Spain was second with 232,
and the United States occupied third place (227). The top 10
submitting countries listed in Table 1 show major percentage
gains by China (311% increase from 2003 to 2006), Brazil
(139%), Taiwan (117%), India (89%), and Italy (68%), with
several other countries posting gains as well. During this period,
submissions from the United States increased by 25%.

Whereas submissions are up, dramatically in some cases, the
acceptance rates for manuscripts from some contributors, for
example, China, Brazil, and India, still lag behind those of the
United States considerably. The average acceptance rate for just
those three countries was 21% in 2006, versus 61% for the
United States and 43% for all manuscripts submitted to JAFC.
Many factors can lead to a manuscript’s rejection, but a large
proportion of rejected manuscripts from China, Brazil, and India
were judged to fall outside the scope of the Journal’s purview.
To improve understanding of the Journal’s scope and other
criteria, and thus to improve acceptance rate, JAFC has taken
a number of steps to reach authors and prospective authors.
These include participation in the ACS Publications Division
author workshops at ACS National Meetings and representing
the Journal at scientific and professional meetings outside the

Table 1. Number of Manuscripts Submitted, Top 10 Submitting Countries,
2006 versus 2003, and January—June 2007

country 2003 2006 Jan—June 2007
United States 418 524 227
China 103 423 258
Spain 297 368 232
Italy 159 267 135
Taiwan 109 237 111
Japan 189 203 85
India 84 159 68
France 107 156 90
Brazil 59 141 53
Germany 76 101 55
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ACS and in many cases outside the United States. In the past
two years (2006 and 2007), the Journal has been represented
by the Editor and/or Associate Editors and Advisory Board
members, along with ACS Publications Division personnel, at
several major non-U.S. national and international meetings, and
more are planned for the future. Recent examples include the
2007 Annual Meeting of the Brazilian Chemical Society (Aguas
do Lindoia, Sao Paulo), the 11th [UPAC International Congress
of Pesticide Chemistry (Kobe, Japan), and the 7th International
Conference of Food Science and Technology (Wuxi, People’s
Republic of China). Although it is perhaps too soon to see the
results of these efforts, some encouraging signs have developed.
For example, the acceptance rate for manuscripts from China
was around 24% in 2006 and 2007, compared with 13% in 2005.
In addition to podium presentations that include descriptions
of JAFC, scientific conferences and workshops and associated
visits to nearby campuses provide opportunities for discussing
the scope of JAFC, its expectations of a strong content of
chemistry/biochemistry, the criterion of novelty, how the review
process works, and answers to questions. In these face-to-face
meetings we emphasize that JAFC is primarily a chemistry
journal, and we are looking for chemical/biochemical content—
compound characterization, mechanisms (of biosynthesis, pro-
cessing-induced changes, and metabolism), and novel analytical
methods—along with relevance to food/feed, nutrition, diet,
health, agricultural productivity, and environmental quality.
Please let us know as you become aware of major scientific/
professional meetings involving agricultural and food chemistry
in your geographical areas, so we can plan to have JAFC
represented even more widely, both within and outside North
America.

The Journal’s international presence has also been signifi-
cantly enhanced by the appointment of two new Associate
Editors outside North America—Dr. Zhen-Yu Chen, Chinese
University of Hong Kong, People’s Republic of China, and Dr.
Francisco Tomds-Barberdn, Centro de Edafologia y Biologia
Aplicada del Segura, CSIC, Murcia, Spain. Our eight Associate
Editors are located on four continents—North America, Europe,
Asia, and Australia (Figure 1). Fourteen of the 43 JAFC
Editorial Advisory Board members reside outside North America.
We welcome two new appointees to the Editorial Advisory
Board for 2008, Dr. Philippe Jeandet from France and Dr. Robert
I. Krieger from the United States.

As the total number of manuscripts, and the number submitted
from outside North America, continues to increase (we expect
to exceed 4000 in 2007), our need for reviewers (total numbers
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Figure 1. Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry Associate Editors.

Figure 2. Editor Jim Seiber congratulates Advisory Board Member Chi-Tang Ho, the top reviewer for JAFC for each of the past 5 years.

and with geographical and disciplinary representation) increases
as well. During 2007, more than 4300 reviewers submitted
reviews, and approximately 68% of them reside outside North
America. This statistic will increase in coming years as more
manuscripts from outside North America are published, and the
authors are asked to consider joining the Journal’s ranks of
reviewers.

Special thanks were expressed to our top reviewers, those
who have returned the most reviews during the previous 12
month period, at the 2007 JAFC Advisory Board meeting. These
top reviewers included Chi Tang Ho, Yoshinori Mine, George
Rizzi, Francesco Bonomi, Keith Cadwallader, Werner Grosch,
Ann Hagerman, Francisco Hidalgo, Antonio Jimenez-Escrig,
Takayuki Shibamoto, and Xianli Wu. Dr. Ho submitted 15
reviews during the 12 month period before our meeting and

has been our top reviewer every year for the past 5 years (Figure
2)! We recognize and thank all of our reviewers for 2007 on
the pages following this editorial.

We look forward to 2008 with much anticipation. The ACS
Division most closely allied with the Journal, the Division of
Agricultural and Food Chemistry (AGFD), will celebrate its
100th anniversary in 2008, during the Fall National Meeting in
Philadelphia, PA. Congratulations to AGFD! We continue to
see accelerating interest, reflected in more manuscripts in JAFC
and other journals, in the bioactive constituents of foods,
bioenergy, biofuel and biobased products, and biotechnology
areas (please see the January 2007 editorial, New Dimensions
of Agricultural and Food Chemistry, J. Agric. Food Chem. 2007,
55, 1—4). The number of national/international meetings in the
bioenergy area would indicate that we can expect major growth



in this field for several years to come. As a reflection of the
growth of bioenergy/biofuels interest and to add emphasis on
the chemistry/biochemistry nature of JAFC, there are some
changes in our subject category titles beginning with this issue.
“Biobased Products” has become “Biofuels and Bioproducts
Chemistry”, “Biotechnology” is now “Chemical Aspects of
Biotechnology/Molecular Biology”, and “Safety/Toxicology”
has been split into “Chemical Aspects of Food Safety” and
“Toxicology in Agriculture and Food”.

JAFC encourages more submission of symposia manuscripts
of broad interest in 2008. Shortly, JAFC will publish papers
from the symposium “Chemistry and Toxicology of Acryla-
mide”, organized by Drs. Mendel Friedman and Donald
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Mottram, presented at the Fall 2007 National Meeting of the
ACS in Boston, MA, in a single issue. JAFC also encourages
submission of Reviews and Perspectives in 2008. Please get in
touch if you have ideas for symposia, review, and perspective
manuscripts that could fit in JAFC.

Special thanks to our authors, reviewers, Associate Editors,
Editorial Assistants, Advisory Board members, and staff of the
ACS Publications Division for your support in 2007, and my
personal best wishes to all for a most successful 2008.

James N. Seiber
Editor
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